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TRAINING FOR A PURPOSE   Ms. Jamna Vardhachary, Hon Editor 
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Education is good. Education that helps 
you get a job is even better. Does our 
education system teach skills that are 
relevant and marketable? If not, what needs 
to change? These questions have been 
debated for many years and most of the 
answers are known. Why, then, do 
companies complain that they are unable to 
find good people, while millions of Indians 
are unemployed? 
  

Let us limit the discussion to vocational training, rather than 
general education. Some years back after 8th/9th class, for school 
dropouts vocational training was touted as the way go. Teach them 
skills to work as plumbers, electricians, carpenters etc., that way 
they could set up small shops and earn. It went nowhere. The 
biggest challenge, of course, is the sheer size of the problem, with 
our population, no matter how fast we progress, we are still too 
slow. There are other issues as well. One is degree versus diploma 
– thanks to an explosion of private engineering colleges. We 
produce many more engineers than technicians. Education experts 
believe the ideal ratio is three technical diploma holders to one 
engineer, not the other way around. Another issue is deciding 
what we want. High quality for a few thousand or basic skills for 
lakhs, with institutes, especially government ones, that focus on 
traditional subjects like carpentry, machining or welding etc.  
 
Today’s aspirational generation wants something very different. 
Unfortunately, we do not have enough hard data (demand, cost-
effectiveness, employment potential) to compare different courses. 
India has one of the world’s largest vocational training systems. The 
first training programs were established soon after Independence. 
Today we have more than 12,000 government vocational training 
schools of various types (China has 500,000). Yet, less than 3% of 
India's youth and only 7% of the whole working age population have 
received vocational training. With some notable exceptions, the 
quality of training is poor; about 40% of the graduates from public 
sector, training institutes are unemployed and there are several 
reasons. Low budgets, lack of committed teachers, limited 
involvement by the private sector, out-of-date syllabus for e.g., 
most vocational-school accounting courses do not teach the 
software that companies use that keeps changing/upgraded leaving 
the staff unable to keep pace. 
  
Inevitably, there are too many cooks spoiling the broth. Multiple 
ministries and state governments are involved. To oversee our 
institutions we have other institutions, such as the National Skill 
Development Initiative, four Boards of Apprentice Training, 
the National Apprenticeship Training Scheme and a World-Bank 
funded program that aims to turn 400 ITI’s into centers of 
excellence. Many ministries run vocational training courses – not 
just the obvious candidates like agriculture, industry or labor, but 
even the ministry of tribal affairs and the ministry of social justice 
and empowerment. Even for a country as big as 
India, that is probably too much governance and 
too little delivery. 
  
Private institutes are partly filling the gap. Every 
city and town has private schools offering job-
oriented training, and people are willing to pay. As 
the private sector grows, so does the government’s 
responsibility to regulate, to ensure quality and 
protect students’ interests, but this raises 
questions of cost and feasibility. Does the 
responsible ministry (ies) have enough staff to 
police the industry? Do we need a national system 
for competency testing or accreditation? Private 
institutions charge heavily, that leaves the BPL, 

even lower middle class candidates unable to afford it. Ultimately, 
no matter how much private sector backing or how many NGO’s we 
have, vocational training cannot take off without massive 
government support. This includes not only good policies and 
adequate funds, but also better coordination between industry and 
training centers, and between training centers and academia 
(universities and research centers). Equally important, we need to 
innovate. Many experts believe we should abandon idealism 
(training that can completely transform lives) for a more practical 
approach, basic or lower-level training sufficient for semi-skilled 
jobs. These jobs will be relatively low paying and mostly in the 
informal sector (which accounts for 90% of India’s workforce) and 
they will probably be easier to find than skilled formal-sector jobs 
for which you need qualifications as well as experience. 
  
There are opportunities in many fields. Agriculture accounts for 
50% of total employment. So look at basic training programs for 
rural youth that could result in jobs in rural and semi-rural areas. 
For e.g., with one month’s training almost anyone could learn to 
repair minor problems in a tractor or a thresher or similar jobs in 
the agriculture sector. Small landholders could use this expertise 
for doing their own repairs and take on small jobs. In the food 
industry, a catering college diploma would be ideal, but also 
consider a 2-week course that teaches young men and women how 
to set up and manage a Vada pav stall. Teach the villagers how to 
preserve their produce. Every grandmother in a village knows how 
to pickle, to dehydrate vegetables, make papads snacks. Little more 
scientific methods if taught will help them market their produce.  
 
Farmer’s markets - direct selling to the customer is now starting to 
gain momentum, but those skills need to be given to the grower. 
This will also help them to stay in the village instead of flocking to 
the cities in search of the elusive employment. In health care given 
the acute shortage of doctors, 6 months of basic training as a health 
aide, the trainee could become a junior nurse/compounder, able to 
perform simple procedures like giving injections, changing 
dressings or measuring blood pressure at primary health 
centers barefoot doctors cadre. In primary health care centers, in 
rural areas, I have seen these people working and they have 
enormous respect in the community. 
  
Vocational training is a complex subject, with more questions than 
answers. Every year, more than one crore young people enter the 
job market. India must create jobs and practical, effective 
vocational training is a good start. The government is setting up 
kaushal bharat schemes to impart training for entrepreneurship 
and skills needed in many areas. It also has an employment mela 
where one gets to know where jobs are available and it needs a 
cooperation between industry and the government. The private 
sector can help in marketing produce, be it fresh vegetables, fruits, 
things made by the villagers, jams jellies papads, snacks, etc. 
Marketing is a tough job and if this tie up works, it will give the 
income to the rural and semi-rural populace and keep them out of 

cities and our employed numbers will rise. 
 
Employment is also the key to prevent unrest, lack 
of which fuels reservation demands for a piece of 
the government employment pie – with every 
community jumping into the fray. It is so easy to 
mobilize unemployed youngsters and stoke their 
simmering discontent causing law and order 
problems. We have seen even better off 
communities demanding quotas. Hopefully with 
simple steps, effectively imparted teaching, 
covering a wide range of services, our young 
people will get jobs and the respect which they 
want and will stay away from the politics of making 
outrageous demands.  



Letters to the Editor/ CGSI 
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BRUSHING OFF THE BRUSH BIOPSY 
 
Oral cancer in India is admittedly a major problem that necessitates 
a preventive or rather pre-emptive approach to nip a precancerous 
lesion in the bud. A leukoplakic patch is diagnosable by naked eye 
and helped by mouth mirrors. Resorting to any half-hearted steps 
begets tentativeness, worry, delay and expenses. Brush biopsy is an 
example in point. If negative, it does not satisfy or solve the issue. 
If positive, it demands the sequel of punch biopsy. In brush biopsy, 
the brush is realty and the biopsy is the myth. Scraping off cells 
from over the mucosa is enforced exfoliative cytology. No one until 
today has called Pap smear as Pap biopsy. Let us rechristen brush 
biopsy as brush cytology to appreciate its utter irrelevance. 
 
Oral pre-cancer/cancer is histological diagnosis and no cytological 
tentativeness. When brush biopsy is falsely negative, as it often is, 
it compels you to go for definitive punch biopsy. When positive, 
confirmation punch biopsy is mandatory. It is accepted and 
recognized as gold standard, in diagnosing procedure for pre-
cancer/cancer. Thus for better or for worse, brush biopsy is 
redundant, superfluous and dispensable. 

I have been working on oral pre-cancer/cancer for over 40 years at 
BDRU (Basic Dental Research Unit) TIFR, (on grant from NIH, 
USA) in the field studies. For definitive diagnosis of either pre-
cancer/cancer, “Eyes must see, Fingers must palpate and a Punch 
that biopsies remain sheet anchor of unambiguous definitive 
histological diagnosis.” That does not keep either the physician or 
the patient in a lurch. Cytology has no room here, no scope. 
 
In our extensive field studies in rural India, we have failed to find 
satisfactory co-relation between cytology and histology. At a time, 
when nations, developed and underdeveloped, are grieving under 
the inflating budgets on health care, to add an expensive yet 
tentative procedure such as brush biopsy, smacks of commercial 
gimmickry and no more than that. Advanced dentistry will be no 
loser if brush biopsy is dropped from the armamentarium for 
diagnostic oral pathology. 
 
Dr. Dinesh K. Daftary, MDS, FDS, RCPS (Glasgow), 
Former Prof. Nair Hospital Dental College, Mumbai, 
Former Consultant, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research & 
CGSI Life Member; Email: drd715@gmail.com Cell: 09323221705 

 
UNGUARDED AND UNSAFE INSTALLATION OF ATM- 
UNLAWFUL AND DANGEROUS  
 
Times of India Mumbai reported in 8 Feb. 2018 edition that 
"Romanian Busted for ATM Skimming...” Is it not a matter of grave 
concern that the confidential data of thousands of ATM users in 
that Dahisar ATM were compromised putting the ATM users to the 
danger of financial losses? If yes, why the banks, RBI or the public 
at large raised an eyebrow? Why the hackers do such things easily? 
 
Regulator RBI will not dare to reply even though it has all the 
relevant rules in place. In para 4 (i) (b) of the Master Circular Issued 
by RBI for regulating the terms and conditions of installing offsite 
ATM’s by banks , it is necessary that the space must BE adequate 
and secured, safety enclosures/ locked door, CCTV Camera and the 
presence of a Security Guard. It also stipulates that no other person 
will be present in the ATM kiosk except the guard when any one is 
withdrawing cash. 
 
Unfortunately, of late Bank ATMs have mushroomed in all corners 
of the city, flouting all of the above-stipulated conditions, except 
perhaps a CCTV camera, which does not prevent presence of many 

persons at a time or other theft or malpractice thus exposing the 
cash withdrawer at high risk, what PIN he/she enters. Besides, it is 
a breeding place of big crimes as putting SKIMMERS or other data 
stealing equipment’s in the ATM machines installed in an unsafe 
place with no guard. I have also seen an ATM operated in an open 
shop where the cash withdrawer is exposed to all and sundry thus 
highly prone to lose the confidential data. As for the presence of 
guard, now days 99% of ATMs are found without any guard or other 
safety measures, putting the high amount of digital operations at a 
big risk. 
 
This activist writer has written such aberrations and defiance of laid 
down regulations for offsite ATM operations of the bank to the RBI 
but authorities have failed to take any cognizance of such unsafe 
ATM’s. No, wonder, therefore, the more we go for ATM cash 
withdrawals the more we may compromise of losing our accounting 
data, resulting in frauds and losses. Would you not wonder why RBI 
is turning a blind eye to the ATM rules violation by the banks? It is 
high time that we the citizens should be concerned about this. 
 
Mohan Siroya, Chairperson – Consumer Complaints Cell (CCC), 

Also Life Member – CGSI, Email: mohansiroya@hotmail.com
 
 “A Voice for Women” (Keemat: Editorial January - February 
2018) may certainly include the nine activists (home managers to 
social workers) who are regarded as founders of CGSI now 
completed 51 years of service to consumers. A pioneer in the 
consumer movement, including product testing in India, CGSI is in 
the forefront for guiding consumers to be alert and assertive in 

exercising their rights across the wide spectrum of providers of 
goods and services in the market place. Let us all salute this group, 
who are perhaps no more with us but will always remain in our 
minds.  

Narendra Wagle, Life Member & Past President (CGSI), 
Email: narendra_wagle@yahoo.in 

ETIQUETTE? 
 
The research student was busy at his bench in the laboratory. His 
friend as usual was sitting nearby waiting for him to finish for the 
day, when the professor walked in. The friend promptly jumped to 
his feet and greeted him. “Sit down man” burst out the Professor, 
who had been rather unsuccessful until then to stop this and said, 
“You embarrass me!” Yet in another incident, a fellow British 
student noticed this Indian research student invariably addressing 
the Professor, ‘Sir’ reverently. “You don’t have to address him ‘Sir’, 
call him by his first name like we do here” he remonstrated.  
 
These were just two instances which gave an idea of the easy 
informality amongst people working together in Britain and our 
Indian mentality which insists that one should rise every time the 
boss or a superior pass by or meet and address them as “Sir or 

Saab”. Is this due to an ingrained sense of servility (inculcated right 
from school days) or the fear of offending them?   
 
I was the research student in the indents cited above, during my 
years of sojourn at the University of Leeds and the Professor was 
Ian D Rattee OBE, discoverer of ‘Procion’ Reactive dyes of I.C.I, 
(UK). Though it took me a while to rid myself of such trivial 
formalities, I came to appreciate the camaraderie we enjoyed, 
besides being able to concentrate on our research study without 
distracted by such formalities.  
 
Years have passed since then, yet the attitude of our fellow citizens 
has not changed. In the end, I too have reluctantly reverted to these 
formal manners! 
 

Dr. K. S. Murthy, Email: drksmurthy@hotmail.com  

mailto:drksmurthy@hotmail.com
mailto:narendra_wagle@yahoo.in
mailto:drd715@gmail.com
mailto:mohansiroya@hotmail.com
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I am a member of our society since last many years and I find that the contents of our Journal Keemat very interesting. However, we 
observe that most of the contents are concerning various types of frauds and suggest if possible, you could give more space to daily  
hints to people for medical and other household matters. Thanking you, Yours Truly, 

Hasmukh Vora, Email: htvora29@rediffmail.com

Thanks all of you for helping me in the restoration of T24 Mobile service. Special thanks to Dr. M. S. Kamath.    
Nipul R. Valsadia, Cell: +919967772055.

 
I have received refund of Rs 815/- from Central Railway on 24-12-18 after waiting for 10 months. I am expressing my heartfelt gratitude 
for your initiative & efforts, without which it could not have been materialized. 

P. V. Velayudhan Nair, Email: unni.usha@gmail.com  
 

SIMPLE GUIDE FOR FIXING WET PHONES 
 
About 80% of the population today has cell phones, and they carry 
them around wherever they go. While they are incredibly high-tech 
and useful, they have one drawback, the worst enemy of nearly 
every electronic device: water. It is not just water; anything that gets 
your phone wet puts it at risk of shutting down, forever. Nearly 30% 

of cell phone owners 
damage their phones 
by spilling drinks on 
them every year, and 
over 850,000 phones 
meet their end at the 
bottom of the toilet. 
However, just because 
your phone got wet or 
went for an unexpected 
swim, does not mean it 
is broken beyond 
repair. With this 
simple guide of do's 
and don'ts, there is a 
good chance you can 
bring your phone back 
to life! 
 
The first and most 
important thing you 
should do if your 
phone gets wet is to 
turn it off (if it is still 
working). Do not try to 
turn it on "just to see if 
it works" as any water 
inside might cause a 
short circuit and 
damage vital parts of 
the phone. It is better 
to first dry it off, using 

the following steps, and then see if it works once it is safe to turn it 
on. Another important thing is not to shake and move your phone 
too much. If any water has gotten inside, moving the phone around 
will just make the water flow into unaffected places that might still 
be dry. It is hard not to panic, but acting in a slow and calm manner 
might save your phone. Now carefully take your wet phone and 
place it on a dry paper or cloth towel. Dry the outside of the phone 
as best as you can, and be gentle so you will not force any more 
liquid inside. Once you are complete with the outside remove any 
cases, covers or shells the phone might have, and then remove the 
battery and the SIM card. Dry them using a dry towel the same way 
as you did the outside. 
 
Now before we get to the next step on how to dry your phone, let us 
see some of the worst ways to do it. These ways might dry your 
mobile device, but destroy it at the same time. Never use any of 
these methods to dry your phone: Do not blow on it with a 
hairdryer, place it on or under an oven or put it in the microwave. 
Now we get to how you should dry your phone, and the answer is 
very simple: the liquid absorbing power of rice. Use a big bowl or a 
bag and place the phone without its cover and battery inside. Fill 
the bowl with enough rice to cover completely the phone from all 
sides, simple white rice works best. Do not be scrimpy; you need to 
have a good amount of rice around the phone to absorb all of the 
moisture.  
 
The ideal time to leave your phone this may change depending on 
how wet it got. The safest thing is to leave it in the rice overnight 
but in some cases, even six hours will do. When you take the phone 
out gently clean it with a soft brush or a vacuum clear, put all the 
parts back together and turn it on. While it might not always work 
if your phone was, too wet or was in the water for too long, it is still 
the best and safest way to dry it. Be sure to open the case from time 
to time after you get it working again to check for any possible 
corrosion. If your phone still does not work, go to a repair lab and 
hope that you can replace the damaged electronic parts.  

Good luck! 

mailto:htvora29@rediffmail.com
mailto:unni.usha@gmail.com
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Plastic or PVC Aadhaar Smart Card is not usable: Press release by UIDAI 
  
The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) said, 
in a statement that the Plastic or PVC Aadhaar smart cards are 
often not usable as the QR code often becomes dysfunctional 
during such unauthorized printing at some vendor/shop. In 
addition, there could be a possibility of sharing Aadhaar details 
(personal sensitive demographic information) without informed 
consent with some devious elements.  
 
UIDAI reiterated that Aadhaar letter or its cutaway 
portion or downloaded versions of Aadhaar on ordinary 
paper or mAadhaar are perfectly valid and people should not 
yearn for the so-called Aadhaar smart card as it may make them 
fall to the ploys of some unscrupulous elements who are printing 
Aadhaar on a plastic/PVC sheet and charging anywhere between 
Rs.50 to Rs.300 or more. UIDAI has asked people to keep 
away from such elements/shops/vendors.  
 
Dr. Ajay Bhushan Pandey, CEO, UIDAI said, “So-called 
Aadhaar Smart card is totally unnecessary and a waste as 
during such printing its QR code often becomes 
dysfunctional. The Aadhaar card or the downloaded 
Aadhaar card printed on ordinary paper or mAadhaar is 
perfectly valid for all kind of uses.”  
 

“If a person has a paper Aadhaar card, there is absolutely 
no need to get his/her Aadhaar card laminated or obtain 
a plastic Aadhaar card or so called smart Aadhaar card by 
paying money. There is no concept such as smart or 
plastic Aadhaar card,” added Dr. Pandey.  
 
In case a person loses his Aadhaar card, he/she can 
download his/her Aadhaar card free of cost from 
https://eaadhaar.uidai.gov.in. The print out of the 
downloaded Aadhaar card, even in black and white form, 
is as valid as the original Aadhaar letter sent by UIDAI. 
There is absolutely no need to print it on plastic/PVC card 
or get it laminated. CEO, UIDAI further advised people to be 
watchful for the protection of their privacy and recommended not 
to share their Aadhaar number or personal details to unauthorized 
agencies for getting it laminated, or printed on plastic card.  
 
UIDAI has cautioned unauthorized Agencies not to collect Aadhaar 
information from general public for printing of Aadhaar card as 
collecting such information or unauthorized printing of Aadhaar 
card or aiding such persons in any manner amounts to a criminal 
offence punishable with imprisonment under Indian Penal Code 
and Aadhaar Act, 2016. 
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A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and asked his father when they would 
discuss about using the car. His father said, “You need to bring your college grades up 
from C to A, study the Bible and get a haircut, then we'll talk about the car.” The boy 
thought about that for a moment, decided to agree for the offer. After about six weeks, 
his father said, “Son, you've brought your grades up and I've observed that you have 
been studying the Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't cut your hair yet.”  
The boy said: “You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that and I have noticed in my 
studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses 
had long hair and there's even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair!” 
Dad nods wisely and whispers, “Did you also notice, they walked everywhere?” 



Deciphering the Union Budget 2018-19 (Compiled by Dr Sitaram Dixit, Chairman CGSI) 
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FOR THE COMMON PERSON:  

 An allocation of Rs. 1.38 lakh crore towards health, education, 
and social protection  

 A sum of Rs 9,975 crore set aside for the National Social 
Assistance Programme  

 Announcement of the National Health Protection Scheme – 
world’s largest government funded healthcare programme. It 
aims to cover over 10 crore poor and vulnerable families 
(approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) and provide a coverage 
of up to Rs 5 lakh per family per year for hospitalisation  

 Rs 1,200 crore allocated for the National Health Policy, 2017. 
 Additional sum of Rs. 600 crore for tuberculosis patients  

 
 Increase in budgetary allocation for infrastructure to Rs.5.97 

lakh crore against estimated expenditure of Rs.4.94 lakh crore 
in 2017-18.  

 To develop 10 prominent tourist sites into iconic tourism 
destinations  

 Propose construction of 35,000 kilometres of roads in Phase-
I at an estimated cost of Rs. 5.35 lakh crore. 

 To expand airport capacity more than five times to handle a 
billion trips a year 

 Regional connectivity between 56 unserved airports and 31 
unserved helipads  

 To set up 5 lakh Wi-Fi hotspots to provide net-connectivity to 
five crore rural citizens  

 Rs. 10,000 crore set aside for creation and augmentation of 
telecom infrastructure.  

 Department of Telecom will support the setting up of 
indigenous 5G centres at IIT Chennai.  

 Railways Capital Expenditure pegged at Rs.1.48 lakh crore  
 Optimal electrification in railways, doubling of 18,000 km of 

rail tracks, elimination of over 4,000 unmanned railway 
crossings  

 Over 3,600 kilometres of track renewal targeted in current 
fiscal year 

 600 railways stations to be redeveloped and equipped with 
Wi-Fi, CCTV cameras, 25,000 escalators  

 Mumbai’s local train network to have 90 kilometres of double 
line tracks at a cost of Rs. 11,000 crore. 150 kilometres of 
additional suburban network planned for Mumbai  

 Suburban network of 160 km for Bengaluru  

FOR SENIOR CITIZENS: 

 Exemption of interest income on deposits with banks and post 
offices to be increased from Rs.10,000/- to Rs.50,000/- and 
TDS shall not be required to be deducted on such income, 
under section 194A. 

 Benefit will also be available for interest from all fixed deposit 
schemes and recurring deposit schemes  

 Hike in deduction limit for health insurance premium and, or 
medical expenditure from Rs. 30,000 to Rs. 50,000 under 
section 80D 

 Increase in deduction limit for medical expenditure increased 
to Rs. 1 lakh under section 80DDB  

FOR A STUDENT:  

 Plan to set-up 24 Government Medical Colleges & Hospitals  
 To launch the ‘‘Prime Minister’s Research Fellows (PMRF)’’ 

Scheme this year. Under this, 1,000 best B. Tech students 
would be identified each year from premier institutions and 
would be provided with facilities to do PhD in IITs and IISc, 
with a handsome fellowship. It is expected that these bright 
young fellows would voluntarily commit few hours every week 
for teaching in higher educational institutions.  

 To launch a major initiative named ‘‘Revitalising 
Infrastructure & Systems in Education (RISE) by 2022’’ with 
a total investment of Rs. 1,00,000 crore in next four years to 
step up investments in research and related infrastructure in 
premier educational institutions including health institutions  

 To start integrated B. Ed programme for teachers  
 To increase digital intensity in education; to move from black 

board to digital board 

FOR THE SALARIED CLASS:  

 To substantially increase allocation of National Rural 
Livelihood Mission to Rs. 5750 crore in 2018-19.  

 In 2018-19, Rs. 14.34 trillion to be spent by ministries for 
livelihood promotion in rural areas  

 70 lakh formal jobs to be created this year  
 Government to make 12% contribution of new employees in 

the Employee Provident Fund for all the sectors for 3 years  
 Standard Deduction of Rs. 40,000 in place of the present 

exemption allowed for transport allowance & reimbursement 
of miscellaneous medical expenses  

 Increase in education and health cess on personal income tax 
and corporation tax to 4%  

 To reduce women’s contribution to Employee Provident Fund 
to 8% for first three years of employment 

FOR AN ENTREPRENEUR:  

 Allocation of Rs. 3,794 crores for development of Medium, 
Small and Micro Enterprises  

 Target of lending about Rs. 3 lakh crore under MUDRA Yojana  
 Outlay of Rs. 7,148 crore for the textile sector  
 Customs Duty on mobile phones increased to 20%  
 Customs Duty on certain parts of televisions increased to 15 %  
 Reduced corporate tax of 25% extended to companies with 

turnover up to Rs. 250 crore  
 Increase in education and health cess on personal income tax 

and corporation tax to 4%  
 Education Cess and Secondary and Higher Education Cess on 

imported goods would be replaced with Social Welfare 
Surcharge at the rate of 10% of the aggregate duties of Customs  

 Securities and Exchange Board of India may mandate 
Corporate India to tap bond markets to meet (25%) of their 
funding needs 

FOR AN INVESTOR:  

 Concessions granted to IFSC (International Financial Services 
Centre) to propose transfer of derivatives and certain 
securities by non-residents from capital gains tax, and non-
corporate taxpayers operating in IFSC to be charged Alternate 
Minimum Tax (AMT) at concessional rate of 9% at par with 
Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) applicable for corporates.  

 Payments exceeding Rs. 10,000 in cash made by trusts and 
institutions to be disallowed 

 Proposal to tax Long-Term Capital Gains exceeding Rs. 1 lakh 
at the rate of 10%, without allowing any indexation benefit - 
however, all gains up to 31st January 2018 to be grandfathered  

 To introduce a tax on distributed income by equity-oriented 
mutual funds at the rate of 10%  

 Gold Monetization Scheme to be revamped to enable people to 
open a hassle-free Gold Deposit Account  

 Comprehensive Gold Policy to be formulated to develop gold 
as an asset class 

 To establish a system of consumer-friendly and trade-efficient 
system of regulated gold exchanges in the country  

 To establish unified authority for regulating all financial 
services 



Deciphering the Union Budget 2018-19 (Compiled by Dr Sitaram Dixit, Chairman CGSI) 
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Key Tax Proposals in Budget 2018 
 
1. Effective Tax Rate for Individuals: The basic income tax 
slabs remain the same 
 

Income Tax Rate 
Less than Rs. 2,50,000  

From Rs. 2,50,000 to Rs. 5,00,000  
From Rs. 5,00,000 to Rs. 10,00,000  

Above Rs. 10,00,000 

0% 
5% 

20% 
30% 

 
Introduction of 4% Health and Education cess replacing 
existing Education Cess of 3%. Surcharge rates remain the same as 
last year. Effective rates as follows. 
 

Base 
Tax 
Rate 

Existing Effective Tax Rate 
(Education Cess @ 3%) 

Proposed Effective 
Tax Rate 

(Education Cess at 4% 
5%  
10%  
20%  
30% 

5.15%  
10.30%  
20.60%  
30.90% 

5.20% 
10.40% 
20.80% 
31.20% 

 
Thus, the maximum marginal rate (assuming a 15% surcharge) for 
an individual changes from 35.535% to 35.88%. 
 
2. Corporate Tax Rate 
Existing Provisions: Companies having turnover of less Rs. 
50 crores during FY 16-17 are taxed at 25%; other companies are 
taxed at 30% 
Proposed Provisions: Such beneficial taxation rate to be 
extended to companies having a turnover of less than Rs. 250 
crores during FY 16-17; other companies will be taxed at 30% 
 
3. Standard Deduction for Salaried Individuals 
Existing Provisions: Transport allowance (Rs. 19,200) and 
Reimbursement of medical expenses (Rs. 15,000) exempt from tax 
Proposed Provisions: Standard deduction of Rs. 40,000 
to be introduced for salaried individuals and existing transport 
allowance and medical reimbursement to be withdrawn. 
 
4. Change in Capital Gains Exemption/54EC Bonds 
Existing Provisions: Option available for any Long Term Capital 
Asset; Bonds have a holding period of 3 years 
Proposed Provisions: Exemption to be available for LTCG 
arising out on sale of immovable property ONLY, holding 
period of bonds to be increased from 3 years to 5 years 
 
5. Capital Gains on sale of Immovable Property where 
sale value is less than Stamp duty value: 
Existing Provisions: Excess of stamp duty value over the actual 
sale price is taxed as income both in the hands of the seller as well 
as in the hands of the buyer 
Proposed Provisions: No such adjustments to made where the 
difference between the stamp duty value and actual sale value is 
not more than 5% of the actual sale value 
 
6. Changes in deduction u/s 80D, 80DDB, 80TTB for 
Senior Citizens 
Section 80D: Deduction up to Rs. 50,000 (earlier Rs. 30,000) 
shall be allowed to a Senior Citizen in respect premium on health 
insurance policy 
Section 80DDB: Deduction up to Rs. 1,00,000 (earlier Rs. 
60,000/Rs. 80,000 for senior/very senior citizen) concerning 
amount paid for medical treatment of specified diseases. 
Section 80TTB: New section is inserted to a deduction up to INR 
50,000 (earlier Rs. 10,000 u/s 80TTA) in respect of interest 
income from FD, RD, Savings Account, etc. held by Senior Citizens. 

7. Dividend Distribution Tax for companies u/s 2(22) (e) 
Existing Provisions: Loans/Advances given by closely held 
companies to shareholder who owns more than 10% are considered 
as dividends and are taxable in the hands of the shareholder 
Proposed Provisions: Such loans/advances to attract DDT (at 
company level) at a rate of 30% and the same will not be taxed in 
the hands of the shareholder 
 
8. Dividend Distribution Tax for Equity MF 
Existing Provisions: No DDT applicable for the fund house on 
declaring dividends; no tax in the hands of the investor on receiving 
dividends from Equity MF 
Proposed Provisions: Equity Mutual Fund houses will have to 
pay DDT of 10% while declaring dividends 
 
9. Long Term Capital Gains from Listed Shares/Equity 
Mutual Funds 
Existing Provisions: LTCG exempt from tax under sect 10(38) 
Proposed Provisions: Above exemption is now withdrawn and 
the LTCG in excess of Rs. 1,00,000 will to be taxed at 10% 
(without indexation).  
 
Introduction of LTCG for Equity Mutual Funds & Listed 
Shares (Applicable from 01.04.2018/FY 2018-19 
onwards) for existing investments 
 
1. Assets sold before 31.03.2018: 
Gains/losses will be taxed as per existing rules. Grandfathering 
rule (explained below) will not be applicable on sale of such 
investments. 
 
2. Long Term Capital Gain to be taxed at 10% without 
indexation on Equity Mutual Funds and listed Equities: 
Mutual Fund units as well as listed Equities, which are held for 
more than 12 months, would going forward be taxed at the rate of 
10% Capital Gains exceeding Rs. 1 Lakh in a year. However, the 
government has clarified that all gains made till 31st Jan’ 2018 
would be grandfathered. 
 
3. Grandfathering : Grandfathering means that the cost of 
acquisition for tax purposes for long term investments acquired 
before 01.02.2018 and sold on or after 01.04.2018, will be higher 
of (a) Actual cost of acquisition or (b) Lower of:  
1. Fair Market Value of such asset on 31.01.2018 
2. Sale Value received on sale of such asset. 
 
To understand the above, consider following scenarios: 

Disclaimer: This information intends to give a general overview as per 
material available in the public domain and in no way constitute any 
advice/opinion. It is advisable to ensure by independent verification the 
accuracy or completeness of the information & seek professional advice 
from a qualified tax practitioner. CGSI / Author will not be responsible 
for adverse consequences arising out of the views expressed hereinabove. 
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Gallstones and Jaundice 
Dr Mohan Joshi talks at Sri Shanmukhananda Jassubhai Medical Centre – Contributed by Dr K. S. Murthy 
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Dr Mohan Joshi, Advance Therapeutic Endoscopist, 
Gastroenterological Surgeon and teacher spoke on the function of 
gallbladder, formation of gallstones, danger and risk, clinical 
features, jaundice caused  by gallstones and treatment etc. 
 
Gallbladder:  It is a pear-shaped organ that stores about 60-100 
ml of bile. Liver secretes bile, which breaks down fats to fatty acids 
during digestion and clears bile bilirubin. High levels of bilirubin 
in blood results in jaundice. Liver synthesises proteins, which 
causes blood to clot, and it detoxifies, produces cholesterol and 
releases glucose when needed. Special proteins are synthesised in 
the liver and releases glucose when needed. Glucose is converted 
into glycogen and stored in the liver. Haemoglobin is converted 
into bilirubin and plays a role in iron metabolism besides 
conversion of ammonia to urea. Liver failure raises ammonia levels 
in the blood and if the patient has jaundice, he becomes comatose.  

 
Gallstones: Sonography shows 
the size of the gallstone but they 
do not dissolve with drugs. They 
are two types of stones that 
develop in the gallbladder viz, 
cholesterol stones – 80% (yellow 
to green) due to supersaturation 
of bile with cholesterol; bilirubin 
or pigment stones appear black 
and are smaller, darker and 
harder, produced when the liver 
destroys red blood cells. When the 

bilirubin production is more than required and the liver is not able 
to take care of it, the stones are formed called Calcium bilirubin. 
 
Who can get stones?: Cholesterol comes from eating habits and 
stones can happen in old age and the incidence of gallstones 
increases from 20 to 80. The gallbladder becomes sluggish and 
when it cannot empty the bile resulting in gallstones. Secondly, 
those who have more cholesterol or eat a fatty diet are at risk of 
getting gallstones. Those who are overweight or obese can also have 
gallstones besides cirrhosis of liver. Rapid weight loss can also 
release cholesterol in the bile causing supersaturation of bile by the 
cholesterol. With diabetes, gallbladder fails to pump; females who 
have undergone multiple pregnancies have a different hormonal 
balance that keeps the gallbladder relaxed in pregnancy. Taking 
hormone pills and forced menopause can also be a reason for 
development of gallstones. 

Clinical features of gallstone disease: One may not 
experience any symptom and the silent gallstones may manifest at 
the age of 40 and become symptomatic at the age of 50 when 
routine sonography is not done. Most common symptom of 
gallstone is pain in the right upper quadrant (right sided or lower 
chest pain) which aggravates with a fatty meal. Jaundice can be due 
to gallstones and progressively increase. Liver function test should 
be done to determine if it is due to virus, Hepatitis A, B, C or 
slippage of stone. 
 
Investigation in gallstone disease: Static interval check is 
important. Ultrasound test in fasting stage shows shadow of stone 
in the gallbladder and is detected in sonography. 
 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRCP): Gallstones and 
jaundice - shows a radiolysis shadow of a dye, which is radio 
opaque and reveals the stone causing problem.  
 
Endoscopic ultrasound: Endoscopic with a probe passed 
through abdomen detects endosonographic image. In endoscopic 
treatment and ERCP, multiple stones are removed. This is 
diagnostic-cum-therapeutic investigation. Biliary Metallic stents 
are used in some cases.  
 
Sequence of gallstones: If you are not operated the gallstone 
might slip causing significant pain. This is under or behind the 
pancreas or retro 
pancreatic and only 
ultrasound can detect it. 
The stones move, irritate 
and create ulcerations in 
the gallbladder causing 
pain and when there is 
spontaneous bleeding in 
the gallbladder, pus is 
formed, and the surgery 
is more difficult and 
risky to the patient. The gallbladder is in intimate contact with the 
intestine forming abnormal fistula resulting in high-grade fever 
and misdiagnosed malaria or dengue because there is no jaundice. 

 
Mechanical Lithotripsy (MLTERCP): It is for removing large 
stones from the common bile duct and crushed, jaundice relieved. 
Electro Hydraulic Lithotripsy (EHL) was replaced by Laser 
lithotripsy where the probe locates the stone and on firing 

lithotripter, a large stone could be powdered easily and after 
pouring water, fragments come down. 

 
Modalities: Surgical treatment is full and final. Gallstone 
removal from the bile duct is for jaundice, obstruction of bile 
stone and liver and once they are out, the factory forming the 
stone is gallbladder, which is vulnerable for formation of 
stones and needs to be removed by either open surgery or 
laparoscopic technique. It is safe surgery and takes about an 
hour. Gallbladder is sent to pathology to check for cancer, if 
any. For elderly patients who are having cardiac diseases, 
open cholecystectomy is recommended. 

 A farmer instead of keeping a scarecrow kept the photo of Rajnikant. Can you 
imagine what happened? Birds were bringing back the grains they took last year. 

 Rajnikanth’s cricket team to win had to make 24 runs with just 1 ball remaining. 
He hit the ball in such a way that it got broken into 4 pieces and got 4 sixers.  

 When Spiderman, Superman & Batman together visit Rajnikant? On Teachers Day! 

 Why Himalayas are rising? Simple, Rajnikant lives in Chennai. This is Lever effect. 

 Rajnikant dropped a coin while standing in the balcony. He went down to pick it 

up, but it was not there, why? Hhmmmm…….….. He reached there before the coin. 

 

Rajnikant 

Jokes 
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 One ought to develop real qualities, mere show will not do. 

A cow that yields no milk will not be in demand even if she sports a 
string of bells around her neck. – Subhasitaratnabhandagaram 

--------------Golden words of Yore-------------- 
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ACROSS 
1. Consume it on 

an empty 
stomach.  (7) 

4. Complex 
Training?  (10) 

7. Pioneer in 
consumer 
movement. (4) 

9. Money 
dispensing 
machine.  (3) 

10. New initiative 
proposed in 
the budget. (4) 

11. Goes down 
with ship.  (7) 

13. Organization 
that fights only 
for minority 
rights.  (3) 

15. Card present 
in cellular 
phones.  (3) 

17. A medical unit 
at TIFR (4) 

19. Cell-phones 
meet their end 
here?  (6) 

20. Aids a medical 
doctor.  (5) 

21. A money 
transaction 
method.  (4) 

23. Products that 
attract most 
kids. (5) 

24. A skilled job 
work (7) 

27. Medical 
problem 
detecting 
method.  (10) 

29. It frightens 
birds.  (9) 

31. Good to 
consume on an 
empty 
stomach.  (8) 

32. Cleaning 
product.  (4) 

35. It is stored in 
our liver (8) 

36. Necessary for earning an honest living.  (4) 
38. Enemy of electronic devices.  (5) 
41. A device to steal money (7) 
43. A money transaction method.  (4) 
46. State in UK.  (5) 
47. An electronic item (7) 
49. Indians are in millions (10) 
51. One should never reveal these details to 

unknown persons.  (8) 
53. Avoid consuming on an empty stomach.  (3) 
54. It is used to make sauce.  (6) 
56. Cheated by fake advertisement. (5) 
59. Minister of Consumer Protection (5) 
60. Regulating agency for mutual funds.  (4) 
61. State in UK.  (7) 
62. A job skill.  (7) 
63. It accounts for 50% total employment. (11) 
65. A harmful body condition.  (10) 
67. Identification card.  (7) 
68. Food & Civil Supplies minister (6) 
69. Identification code.  (2) 
73. GOI Institution storing human identity 

information.  (5) 
77. Necessary for good life?  (9) 
78. Initiative proposed in the recent budget.  (4) 

79. Electronic item.  (4) 
80. Should always be more than engineers (11) 
84. Gallbladder fails to pump in case of such 

patients.  (8) 
85. Released from a judicial case.  (10) 
86. Formal manners?  (9) 
87. It measures blood pressure.  (16) 
 
DOWN 
2. A reactive dye.  (7) 
3. A toxic chemical compound.  (10) 
4. It causes jaundice.  (5) 
5. It lowers risk of death due to cancer.  (7) 
6. He was cheated by fake advertisement.  (8) 
7. Alternate name for always being tired.  (3) 
8. Official approval after audit.  (13) 
12. A redundant method for diagnosis?  (12) 
14. A job skill.  (9) 
16. He possessed long hairs.  (5) 
18. Mosquito bite causes this disease.  (11) 
22. Ancient book of sayings.  (25) 
25. Not usable.  (13) 
26. Demands made without logic?  (10) 
28. Noah is believed to have built it.  (3) 
30. Hour before sunrise.  (9) 

33. Payments for insurance policies.  (7) 
34. It keep rising over time.  (9) 
37. A harmful body condition.  (7) 
39. Liver secretion.  (4) 
40. You get this from equity funds.  (8) 
42. Its presence makes surgery difficult.  (3) 
44. Having sex during this time is harmful.  (12) 
45. A medical doctor's aid.  (10) 
48. A Marathi Weekly.  (11) 
50. Cleaning product.  (9) 
52. Avoid consuming on an empty stomach.  (6) 
55. Fight between parties?  (10) 
57. Harmful germ?  (8) 
58. A landing station for copters.  (8) 
64. Also caused by gallstones.  (8) 
66. CM of Maharashtra. (8) 
70. Employment is the key to prevent it.  (6) 
71. A person who cheats.  (9) 
72. CM of Maharashtra (8) 
74. A residential flat type.  (6) 
75. A skill training center.  (3) 
76. Mosquito bite causes this disease.  (6) 
81. It sees.  (4) 
82. Religious book.  (5) 
83. He possessed long hairs.  (5) 



Jokes are meant for amusement! It employs comedic vehicles like parody, satire and other material referencing, true people, organizations, regions, etc., 
making fun of them in ways that are obviously not true. Our intent is not to offend anyone! If you believe that jokes could offend you, please do not read 
them! Despite this warning, if on reading you find, the jokes not to your liking, ignore and move on! Please be aware that they are simply just JOKES! 

LAUGHTER THE BEST MEDICINE 
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My dog used to chase people on a bike a lot.  
It got so bad; finally, I had to take away his bike? 
 

Doctor: “I’ve found a great new drug that can help you with your 
sleeping problem.” 
Patient: “Great, how often do I have to take it?” 
Doctor: “Every two hours.” 
 

“I managed to lose my rifle when I was in the army. I had to pay 
$855 to cover the loss. Now I understand why a Navy captain 
always goes down with his ship.” 
 

In Spain, there is a tradition after a bullfight to serve the city mayor 
the bull’s testicles. 
One day after a bullfight, the mayor asks the waiter: “Funny, why 
are they so small today?” 
The waiter: “Yes Sir, This is because today the bull won.” 
 

Harry prays to God: Dear Lord, please make me win the lottery. 
Next day Harry begs again: Please make it so I win the lottery, God! 
The next day, Harry again prays: Please, please, dear Lord, make 
me win the lottery!  
Suddenly he hears a voice from above: Harry, would you kindly go 
and buy a lottery ticket. 
 

A wife complains to her husband: “Just look at that couple down 
the road, how lovely they are. He keeps holding her hand, kissing 
her, holding the door for her, why can’t you do the same?” 
The husband: “Are you mad? I barely know that woman!” 
 

In a boomerang shop: “I'd like to buy a new boomerang please. 
Also, can you tell me how to throw the old one away?” 

 

Patient: Oh doctor, I’m just so nervous. This is my first operation. 
Doctor: Do not worry. Mine too. 
 

Doctor: Hello, did you come to see me with an eye problem? 
Patient: Wow, yes, how can you tell? 
Doctor: You came in through the window instead of the door.  

 

I was sitting in a bar one day and two large women came in, talking 
in an interesting accent.  
So I said, “Cool accent, are you two ladies from Ireland?” 
One of them snarled at me, “It’s Wales, Dumbo!” 
I corrected, “Oh, right, so are you two whales from Ireland?”  
Doctor, that is about as far as I can remember. 
 

Man: “I refuse to eat this roast beef. Please call the manager!” 
Waiter: “That’s no use. He won’t eat it either.” 
 

So much has changed since my girlfriend told me we are having a 
baby. For instance my name, address and telephone number! 
 

Husband & wife are at the table, having dinner. The woman drops 
a bit of tomato sauce on her white top. “Ouch, I look like a pig!”  
The man nods, “And you dropped tomato sauce on your top!” 
 

Father buys a lie detector that beeps whenever somebody tells a lie. 
Johnny comes home in the afternoon.  
Father asks him, “So, you were at school today, right?” 
Johnny: “Yeah”     Detector: “Beep.” 
Johnny: “OK, OK, I was in a cinema.”  Detector: “Beep.” 
Son: “Alright, I went for a beer with my friends.” 
Father: “What? At your age, I would not touch alcohol!” 
Detector: “Beep”…… “Beep” 
Mother laughs: “Ha, ha, ha….., well after all he is your son!” 
Detector: “Beep”……… “Beep”……. “Beep”…….. “Beep”…… “Beep” 
 

Why did the physics teacher break up with the biology teacher? 
Answer: There was no chemistry. 
 

Teacher: Why haven’t you ever seen any elephants hiding up trees?  
Johnny: Because they are really, good at it. 

A naked woman robbed a bank. Nobody could remember her face. 
 

God almighty asks Noah to Build another Ark............................. 
In the year 2005, the Lord came unto Noah, who was now living in 
the United States and said, “Once again the earth has become 
wicked and overpopulated and I see the end of all flesh before me. 
Build another Ark and save 2 of every living thing along with a few 
good humans, thy sons and their wives.” 
Giving Noah the blueprints, he says, “You have 6 months to build 
the Ark before I start the unending rain for 40 days & 40 nights.” 
Six months later, the Lord looks down and sees Noah weeping in 
his yard -- but no Ark. 
“Noah!” He roars, “I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?” 
“Forgive me, Lord,” begs Noah, “but things have changed. 
“I needed a building permit. I have been arguing with the inspector 
about the need for a sprinkler system. My neighbors claim that I 
have violated the neighborhood zoning laws by building the Ark in 
my yard and exceeding the height limitations. We had to go to the 
Development Appeal Board for a decision.  
“The Department of Transportation demanded a bond be posted 
for the future costs of moving power lines and other overhead 
obstructions, to clear the passage for the Ark's move to the sea. I 
told them that the sea would be coming to us, but they would hear 
nothing of it.” 
“Getting the wood was another problem. There is a ban on cutting 
local trees in order to save the spotted owl. I tried to convince the 
environmentalists that I needed wood to save the owls – but no go!”  
“When I started gathering the animals, I got sued by an animal 
rights group. They insisted that I was confining wild animals 
against their will. They argued the accommodation was too 
restrictive, and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals 
in a confined space. I am required to apply for 834 different 
licenses to keep wild beasts on private property.” 
“The EPA then ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until they'd 
conducted an environmental impact study on your proposed flood. 
Further, the pitch to waterproof the ark has been banned by the 
EPA as inimical to the environment, I'm still trying to resolve a 
complaint with the Human Rights Commission on how many 
minorities I'm supposed to hire for my building crew.” 
“Immigration and Naturalization is checking the green-card status 
of most of the people who want to work. The scaffolding to build 
the superstructure is not OSHA-approved and is forbidden to use 
except for private structures less than 5 cubits.”  
“The trades unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I have to 
hire only Union workers with Ark-building experience. To make 
matters worse, the IRS seized all my assets, claiming I'm trying to 
leave the country illegally with endangered species, so, forgive me, 
Lord, but it would take at least 100 years for me to finish this Ark.” 
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine and a rainbow 
stretched across the sky. Noah looked up in wonder and asked, 
“You mean you're not going to destroy the world?” 
“No” said the Lord. “The government beat me to it.” 

 

Boy: “You are so kind, funny and beautiful.”  
Girl: “Oh come on. You just want to get me to bed.”  
Boy: “And smart, too!”  

 

Man: Hi, do you want to dance? 
Woman: Yeah, sure! 
Man: Great, go and dance, I want to talk to your pretty friend! 

 

A woman in a bikini reveals about 90% of her body... and yet most 
men are so polite and civil that they only look at the covered parts. 
 

Patient asks his doctor: “Can I take a bath with diarrhea?” 
Doctor: “Yes, if you are able to fill it up.” 

 

“Grandpa, why don't you have any life insurance?” 
Grandpa: “So you can all be really sad when I die.” 



 




